Responsible Dog
Ownership
Welcome. Owning a dog is huge fun and very
rewarding, for both the dog and the owner. The New
Forest is a fabulous place for you to enjoy together.
But ownership and enjoying the forest also carries
responsibilities, which most dog owners take
seriously.

Some simple guidelines
 Dogs should always be in sight and under control.
That means if your dog is off the lead, being able
to recall it immediately, knowing it will respond.
Training is the key to this and there are clubs
locally which can help with dog skills. NFDOG
believes training should be empathetic and fun,
and has supported bans on electric collars.
 When you are out, your dog must wear a collar or
harness and an ID tag with your details by law.
 Having your dog on a lead near other animals or
near roads and in car parks is often neccesary and is the responsible thing to do. Cattle can be
dangerous and are best avoided, but if not, a lead
helps. It’s safer both for you and your dog, as well
as the livestock. Dog worrying can result in your
arrest and the dog being put down.
 If you are approached by an animal, it’s best to let
your dog off the lead so you can both get away.
 If you know your dog is prone to chase wild
animals such as deer, then it must be under
control on a lead. This applies also during the
ground bird nesting season, when signs often
identify sensitive areas.
 It is important your dog doesn’t worry others
enjoying the forest – such as picnickers.
 Dog waste must be collected in a bag and taken
away for disposal (either at home or in one of the
bins provided at some forest car parks).
 Responsible owners get a bad name from the
minority who ignore this advice—so please
spread the word!

Benefits of membership
The New Forest Dog Owners Group is the only
dedicated owner group in a UK national park,
representing the interests of more than 1,200 owners.
By joining us you can help to support our aims of
allowing dogs to be on the forest but off the lead,
wherever it is safe and practical to do so.
NFDOG has a dedicated website which can provide
lots of information about ownership, specific
information about issues relating to the New Forest,
and resources to help build a strong and trusting
relationship between you and your dog.
We have a twice yearly newsletter full of interesting
information, and run Facebook and Twitter Groups.
We also have a regular stand at the New Forest Show
to give advice and information.
We represent dog owners and their interests on many
forest forums.

We directly support related causes such as funding
research into CRGV (Alabama Rot).
We contribute to the costs of a seasonal National
Park Ranger to help people care for the forest.
Our Annual General Meeting is followed by a talk or
two about an aspect of dog ownership, enjoyment and
care, and a chance to meet other owners.
NFDOG runs a lost dog network and can help if your
dog goes missing. As well as a dedicated phone line,
we have wide network of people who can be
contacted and will keep their eyes and ears open for
missing pets.

How to Join and Contact Details
Membership costs £5.00 a year, or £60.00 for life.
You can find out how to join NFDOG at
www.newforestdog.org.uk/membershipform.pdf .

Web: www.newforestdog.org.uk
Email: mail@newforestdog.org.uk
Phone: 07775 252640

On the Forest - Off the Lead
But under Control

The Story of NFDOG

Dog Welfare

Partnership working

It began in May 2001. When nearly all the Foot and
Mouth restrictions had been lifted, dogs were still
required to be on leads in the New Forest. The Forestry
Commission wanted to impose aspects of the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act, then being
planned, to restrict dog walkers.

The New Forest is a special place for dogs to exercise and
enjoy the space alongside their owners. But your dog cannot tell you how it is feeling. You should be aware that your
dog is fit and well enough for any activity you ask of it. Here
are a few tips to keep your dog happy on the forest:

The New Forest is a complex environment, both for
humans and nature. Many groups work together to
ensure the Forest supports many economic, social
and recreational activities, while being sustainable.

A small group got together, led by Pauline Ludlow, who
cared passionately about retaining our traditional
'privilege' (never a legal right) of walking dogs on the
Forest freely, whilst keeping them fully under control.
The New Forest Dog Owners Group was born.
There have been further campaigns against restrictions.
NFDOG initially opposed the National Park draft plan
which would have imposed limits, and there were a
number of protest meetings in October 2008.
Now a small committee run NFDOG, and oversee its
activities. Volunteers and ideas are always welcome!

 Avoid exercising your dog in the summer heat. Walking
early morning or evening is better for your dog and you get
to experience the New Forest at its most beautiful.
 On very hot days remember that pavements and sand
can burn your dogs paws Hold your hand on the surface for
a few seconds to check it’s ok for your dog.
 Keep your exercise consistent. If your dog is only used
to a short walk around the block you cannot expect it to
keep up with you for a long bike ride around the forest.
 Have clean water available for your dog to drink. Even
in cooler weather if he/she is having a good run around the
forest it will need hydrating!

But every report of deer-chasing or cattle worrying
undermines the case that we should be able to use the
forest with our dogs off the lead whenever it is possible
and responsible. The small number of dog owners who
cannot or will not take care undermine that freedom for
us all.

We represent the interests of Dog Owners, while also
recognising the requirements of the other Forest
organisations and their need for a balanced use of the
forest. Above all we work to protect our privilege to
have free access to the forest, as well as promoting
welfare and other aspects of ownership.

NFDOG has also supported a Seasonal Ranger,
working alongside others in the National Park.
Seasonal rangers work for six months from March to
help people learn about the importance of the forest,
its protected species and promote key ‘caring for the
forest’ messages. Minimising the human impact on
ground nesting birds is a key aspect of the work.

You may feel that NFDOG ‘lectures’ about responsible
ownership and welfare. That really is not our aim.
We know the vast majority of dog owners care for their
pets responsibly and respect the forest. And we
understand that despite every precaution, odd incidents
can occur. Dogs don’t always do as expected even with
good training and handling skills.

NFDOG works with the National Park Authority and its
Recreational Management Strategy Advisory Group,
NFDC, the New Forest Consultative Panel, Verderers,
and Forestry England.

NFDOG supports events such as Dogstival and other
shows.
 Know the signs of heatstroke and watchout for them. A
hot day or just over-exertion can cause your dog to become
weak, disorientated and very unwell.
 Make sure your dog’s tag and microchip data is up to
date and if the worst happens report it missing immediately
so the word can be spread amongst the dog walking community. NFDOG’s Lost Dog service can offer help if you
lose your pet.

We support specific projects. A recent example is
Alabama Rot — now described medically as CRGV.
We helped fund work at specialist vets Anderson
Moores, and support Dr Fiona Macdonald’s research
into Aeromonas Hydroplila, as well as others. NFDOG
has raised thousands of pounds toward this initiative.
We hope that we can work with the wide range of
organisations to make our special locality both welcoming and a pleasure both for dogs and owners.

